fore its principal purpose should be that of ensuring that the rights of the accused are protected and that a fair trial is conducted.
4. Deinstitutionalization Correctional programs should be removed from the destructive influence of training schools and prisons and located in open community settings where the offender can be reintegrated into conventional institutions.
SCIENTIFIC LEGACY OF LABELING THEORY
Labeling theory made an important contribution both to science and to policy by stressing the importance of studying rule makers and rule enforcers, as well as rule breakers. Indeed, it challenged the deterministic view of positivistic science by questioning the idea that there are universal laws by which criminal behavior can be explained. There is no cosmic glue, it suggested, by which the world is held together; there is no objective reality beyond some individual's or group's perception of it. At best, therefore, we can only hope to understand how our own society operates, since it is impossible to derive theories that locate causes for criminal behavior which are both inherent within the individual and which transcend time and culture.
Despite its profound impact on policy, several limitations with this point of view have been noted.
1.  Labeling theorists have greatly exaggerated the relativity of most rules. All societies have found it functional to control such kinds of behavior as murder, assault, rape, and other serious crimes (Wellford 1975).
2.  Carried to its logical extreme, labeling theory suggests that labeling is a necessary and sufficient explanation for the creation of criminals (Man-koff 1971). Yet even labeling theorists have been quick to acknowledge that it would be fatuous to suggest "that stick-up men stick people up sin.ply because someone has labelled them stick-up men ..." (Becker 1974, pp. 4-5).
3.  Labeling theory cannot explain why the incidence of criminal conduct is greater in one population than in another, or why the motive for crime may differ from one individual to another in the same population.
4.  Labeling theory suggests that, after people have been labeled and stigmatized, their behavior will inevitably grow worse. Yet such self-help groups as Alcoholics Anonymous maintain that they cannot help people until these people confess their deviance and acknowledge the need to do something about it. A deviant identity, in short, is an aid to rehabilitation, not a hindrance. what they have done. It cannot correct their problems.
